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In the so-called “Deal of the Century”, President Trump offers Palestine and 
its people as a gift to Israel and its settlement expansion project. It is true that 
this deal was written and formulated by Americans, but in reality it was written 
with an Israeli decision and spirit that responds to the perspective of the ardent 
defenders of the Zionist right-wing extremist project, who only see in Palestine a 
sorted space for their aggressive colonial ambition.
The Deal of the Century took everything from the Palestinians: the land, 
Jerusalem, the right of return to their homeland, the independent state and 
sovereignty, the freedom of education, opinion and movement, as well as their 
political achievements, foreign relations, and security... This poisoned deal 
robbed the Palestinians of dignity, ambition, and dream, and offered in return 
nothing but promises and delusions to improve their living conditions, as if the 
conflict with Israel, translated into continuous wars, was merely a dispute over 
living conditions and not on land, freedom, the right to life, and the establishment 
of the independent state with Jerusalem as its capital.
From a Lebanese standpoint, the deal ignored all the demands of the Lebanese 
government and people, the most important of which is finding a just solution 
to the Palestinian cause, based on the Arab peace initiative, the right to return 
to places of displacement, and the rejection of settlement in Lebanon. Lebanese 
and Palestinians fear the policies calling on the imposition of the deal’s plans as 
a fait accompli, bypassing the Palestinian, Arab, Lebanese and even international 
voices, betting on the overall Arab weakness and disintegration, as well as the 
economic and political collapse that Lebanon is experiencing and the general 
Arab and international stances in general towards the American injustice and 
oppression.
The question at hand here is how will Arabs, Palestinians and Lebanese confront 
the Deal of the Century?
The general outline of the Deal of the Century was announced at least a couple of 
years ago. The Palestinian, Lebanese and Arab, were supposed to have prepared 

For a Successful Confrontation of the Deal of the Century
plans to address  it, but it is clear that none of this happened. Would we expect 
that the announcement of its terms now will lead to the formulation of a concrete 
road map to confront it at various levels?
The primary responsibility for challenging the Deal will necessarily fall on the 
Palestinians, leaders and people. The main step in this course starts from ending 
the status of national, political and geographical division, unifying the vision and 
defining the forms and fields of confrontation, to protect the achievements of the 
Palestinian struggle. It also included pursuing an active and effective diplomatic 
efforts based on international law and relevant United Nations resolutions, which 
guarantee the right of return and the two sates solution. What is certain is that the 
basis for Palestinians facing this deal is to expand the area and forms of resistance 
in occupied Palestine, which requires consensus from the Palestinian authority, 
factions, and political forces looking into the forms and mechanisms of this 
confrontation.
From a Lebanese perspective, and in order to face all possible external pressures, 
especially from the economic standpoint to force Lebanon to proceed with the 
Deal plans and settle the Palestinian refugees on its land, and efforts must be 
carried out in two directions. First on the diplomatic level in order to gain the 
support of international friends, and organizations for Lebanon’s stance, without 
neglecting benefit from the potential Lebanese diaspora lobbying around the 
world.
Second, by acknowledging the basic rights of Palestinian refugees in Lebanon and 
improving their living conditions, and to support UNRWA. Thus in order to tell 
the world that we are firmly against resettlement, regardless of all pressure exerted 
on us. We need to emphasize on the respect of the international humanitarian 
laws recognizing the rights of refugees to live in dignity and their contribution in 
support of the Lebanese national economic cycle.
The main pillar to face the “Deal” is to develop a joint action plan that set strategic 
goals in response to the American and Israeli plans beyond the repeated slogans.

Hassan Mneymneh
Chairman of LPDC
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In an interview of “Jousour” with the Palestinian ambassador to Lebanon Ashraf Dabbour several themes were tackled, most 
notably the unified Palestinian demands from the current government, the living conditions of Palestinian refugees, and finally the 

Palestinian official position in light of on the financial economic crisis in Lebanon.

Will We Step Away From Our Damaged Memories?

What do all Palestinians, regardless of their 
affiliations, want from the Lebanese state and 
the new government?

Frankly, we want the government to proceed with the 
Palestinian humanitarian file in depth. The current 
difficult living situation that Lebanon is witnessing in 
general has severe repercussions on Palestinian refugees 
in camps and gatherings. Moreover, the failure to open the 
labor market to the Palestinians makes their lives more 
miserable and difficult. Had it not been for the assistance 
provided by the Palestine Liberation Organization and 
international organizations, the situation would have 
been even more catastrophic. The jobs provided by 
UNRWA reduce the burden to some extent, but our 
Lebanese brothers must seriously tackle issuing decrees 
that allow the Palestinians the right to work in the same 
way as other foreigners residing in Lebanon.
We have presented a legal paper on the right to work 
to the Lebanese authorities, and the LPDC in order to 
raise it to the relevant authorities, and we are following 
this matter closely. The paper does not affect the basic 
Lebanese laws after amending Laws No. 128 and 129 
and removing the principle of reciprocity in dealing with 
the Palestinian. We do not ask for anything from Lebanon 
except for the Palestinian refugees to live decently. A 
Palestinian, who is committed to preserving security and 
stability in Lebanon and the camps, as stated by most 
Lebanese authorities, only asks for the adoption of the 
necessary procedures. Alowing him to work in order to 
be self-supporting until he returns to his homeland. We 
demand the respect of international humanitarian law, 
which stipulates that the country-hosting refugees has to 
provide him with a decent life. 
I am disappointed from the voices of fear of letting the 
Palestinian work especially since the Palestinian and 
Lebanese positions are united in rejecting settlement. 
We appreciate the stance of Lebanon and the Lebanese 
towards the right of the Palestinian refugee to return. This 
gives strength to the Palestinian position in international 
forums and strengthens our position to demand our 
rights. With our love and appreciation for Lebanon 
and our thanks for its hospitality, we reject settlement 
and do not give up our right to return to our homeland. 
The settlement argument must be withdrawn from 
any discussion. We are also convinced of our ability to 
confront any project that compromises our rights. When 
Lebanon stands united against settlement, it supports 
us, as Palestinians, against any project that targets 
our existence.
Can the Lebanese state, with its known 
situations, achieve what the Palestinians 
demand?

We are well aware that the situation in Lebanon is 
difficult, but we are not asking for the impossible. We 
demand decrees and decisions that allow the Palestinians 
to work, in order to secure their livelihoods. Moreover, 
the Palestinian can contribute to the rise of Lebanon from 
its repression through the existing labor force capacity 
and transactions from “Palestinian migrants as well as 

foreign currencies flow through the UN organizations, 
NGOs and PLO factions.
The so-called the Deal of the Century is a major 
topic now. How would you describe it?

We must diagnose reality as it is. This deal is 
unilaterally, and it is a continuation of an old 
newly modified project whose seriousness is that it 
aims to seize the entire land of Palestine, shirking 
all the international resolutions that protect the 
Palestinians’ rights to their land and state. In short, it 
is a great conspiracy targeting Palestine, and striking 
the project of establishing a Palestinian state on our 
land. However, not everything that is written for a people 
becomes an inescapable destiny. We did not and will not 
give in to what was offered, and history will write out 
the steadfastness of our people, no matter how sacrifices 
are high. This deal is rejected, and our decision is not to 
submit to anyone who tries to promote it.
How can you confront the Deal without Palestinian 
national unity?
What is clear to us is that we can only confront the 
deal once we are unified. Everybody unites behind 
the position of President Mahmoud Abbas. There is 
continuous communication between all Palestinian 
factions since the “Deal” announcement.
On the Lebanese level, meetings and contacts exist 
between all factions to form a joint leadership to 
coordinate positions and work to organize movements 
to communicate our voice to all Arab and international 
circles.
Is announcing the deal sufficient to end the 
Palestinian division?

The Palestinian people are not disillusioned, and the 
proof is their popular resistance and on all international 
forms. There is currently an explicit agreement that we 
will face the deal with a unified stance, and there is 
serious understanding to end the division.
The situation is dangerous because the ultimate goal is 
to end the Palestinian cause. The Palestinian people are 
aware of their responsibility to protect their cause from 
risks; no project against the Palestinians can pass, as 

long as they are capable and determined to stand for their 
rights and are confident in their willpower.
We all know that no one would have dared to propose 
a project like the Deal of the Century had it not been 
for the weakness and the Arab division, which brought 
us to witnessing today numerous plans that threaten our 
existence. However, today everyone stands behind the 
Palestinian leadership and supports its positions and 
we are betting on our Palestinian people with all its 
categories and affiliations.
Currently, we are working on organizing events that 
express the Palestinian refusal in the diaspora of any 
projects diminishing us from our right. We are studying 
every move carefully. Any movement of ours will be 
driven through preserving the security and safety of 
Lebanon, our host country. Yet, internally, as it takes 
the form of direct confrontation with the occupation.
Some believe that Lebanon can no longer 
tolerate the Palestinian presence.

It is quite prejudicial for the Palestinian to say that the 
country cannot tolerate its presence. We were forcibly 
displaced from our country, never came intentionally, 
and there is a conspiracy against Palestine and the Arab 
nation, and Lebanon is at the core of this issue. We want 
to return, and the Arab nations must bear and support us 
because we are part of it. Lebanon and Palestine are one 
people, and there are intermarriages, strong relations and 
a united culture. Palestinians contributed to the progress 
and prosperity of Lebanon at various levels. Therefore, 
I do not see that we are a burden on Lebanon, nor any 
justification for depriving the Palestinian of his right 
to a decent life. There are those who come to us and 
emphasize on the settlement issue only to stir fear and 
raise concern.
The Palestinian was and will remain a key factor for 
stability and security in Lebanon.This is our unified 
Palestinian position in contributing to preserving security 
and stability and participate in Lebanon’s revival. A 
stronger, prosperous and healthy Lebanon will positively 
reflect on our camps. Likewise, any problem facing 
Lebanon will have negative repercussions, sometimes 
with a double effect on our people.
Today, Lebanon stands united with the Palestinian cause 
and with the Palestinian people and supports their rights 
to live in dignity until they return to their homeland and 
insists on building normal and sound dialogue relations 
together.
In this regard, we call for activating the role and tasks 
of the Lebanese-Palestinian Dialogue Committee 
and supporting it through recognizing the “Unified 
Lebanese Vision for the Palestinian Refugees Affairs 
in Lebanon” document. We hope that LPDC will have 
an impact on policies and decisions, and that its role will 
go beyond advisory capacity but shaping the Lebanese 
government’s policies regarding Palestinian refugee 
issues in Lebanon.
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“Deal of the Century”: Challenging Options
Ziad El Sayegh*

The “Deal of the Century” is neither new nor recent, but rather renewed.
Since 1948, Israel and its western allies have spared no effort to end the right of 
the Palestinian people to build their state, before even starting a debate centered on 
the right to establish it, as well as the displacement of its people, and even before 
focusing on the effort of their return.
Fundamentally, Israel destroyed the Palestine State project and displaced its people. 
Nevertheless, can we really believe its claims that, after resolutions 181 and 194, 
there is room to negotiate the future state and refugees?
On the international level, there is a broad retreat of the United Nations from 
playing a role in resolving or preventing conflicts, in the interest of transforming 
this international platform merely into a moral reminder and humanitarian actor. 
Such a context requires an in-depth review on the role and effectiveness of the 
United Nations, especially with reference to global peacebuilding. Hence, the 
failure to in reaching an end to the Palestinian-Israeli conflict is only the outcome 
of this disengagement.
On the regional level, with the exception of the strategic vision offered by the “Arab 
Peace Initiative” (2002), there is structural weakness in the power of influence that 
the League of Arab States could have used. This context also requires an in-depth 
study on the missions and effectiveness of the League of Arab States. At this point, 
the prospect of restoring balance with Israel, and specifically its two allies, the 
United States and Russia, could be tangible, giving that Europe shows a lot of 
negligence in terms of engaging in an unbiased Palestinian-Israeli peace process.
On the Palestinian level, there is an existential need to restore unity away from a 
limited “Islamization”, or an uncontrolled “Pragmatic”, in favor of a civil, diplomatic 
and even peaceful, territorial confrontation with Israel. Of course, Palestine with 
the steadfastness of its people and the ideal of its insistence on struggle is capable 
of re-formulating its resistance model, far from any imposition or importation. 
Assuming the requirements of imposition and importation are legitimate, due to 
the historical way Palestine has been used by many and remains as a mean instead 
of being the cause.
On the Lebanese level, it is urgent to consider the document entitled “A unified 
vision towards Palestinian refugee issues in Lebanon”, where the LPDC lay 
down solid consensus foundations with the Lebanese parties balancing between 
humanitarian, state interest and diplomacy. It also included the definition of 
“Permanent Settlement” as equivalent for the rejected “Naturalization”, and a bias 
to improve the conditions of life of the refugees in order to support their yearning 
for return; and an enhancement of the role of the United Nations Relief and Works 
Agency for Palestine Refugees (UNRWA), and an involvement in pro-active 
diplomacy in order to reproduce the rules of diplomatic and legal confrontation 
with Israel, reinforcing persistence of non-ethical practices that were and still are 
carried out against the Palestinian people, with regard to perpetuating displacement 
and preventing return.

What is specified in this “Deal of the Century” document - vision requires 
formulating a state roadmap in which the areas of demagogy, populism, phobia, 
and improvisation end in favor of scientific and practical scenarios options.
Echoing traditional slogans is pointless. Rather, some should first refrain from 
inventing renewed alignments in accusing other Lebanese, as this contradicts the 
essence of the vision document bringing us back to the problem which is using 
the just cause - in service of agendas unrelated to Lebanon or Palestine. This will 
strengthen and unify the Lebanese national position in rejecting the deal.
The scope of the national confrontation concerning what was offered in the “Deal 
of the Century” in terms of terminating the right of return of the refugees, among 
the three solutions that were mentioned: either staying where they are, or resettling 
them in a third country, or securing a symbolic return to an unsovereign and cut-
off state of Palestine. This is only possible through a synchronized Lebanese-
Palestinian-Arab-International coordination.
Some may consider this as an unrealistic equation, or a matter of sporadic illusions, 
while the truth is that we start with self-criticism on how we ran the diplomatic 
confrontation with Israel in previous decades, that only produced disappointments.
Disappointments are inevitable if we conveniently make use of complex platforms 
on legal, political, diplomatic, and communicative, but also academic - cultural 
- educational, economic - social – financial levels. These platforms call for the 
adoption of the active intelligentsia in each of the components of the collaboration 
framework that we mentioned. The most important of all is heading towards taking 
hold of the Western mind to abort a reckless and unethical “Deal of the Century”.
In fact, taking hold of the Western mind through public diplomacy is led by a 
smooth and intelligent lobbying, with distinct goals in space and time.
The United Nations is a founding structure in this lobbying, and there is no harm in 
invoking the “Veto” for illegitimacy and gathering international justice supporters 
on an opposition front.
The International Criminal Court and the International Court of Justice are also 
founding structures in this lobby. Reviving the Arab Peace Initiative requires the 
seriousness of the Arabs.
Finally, we aim at distancing ourselves from stereotype language on confronting 
false Israeli narratives that assassinated Palestine and its people, in addition 
to supporting the institutionalizing option of the state of Palestine, and pushing 
towards declaring it as a full member at the UN and in order to provide to all 
Palestinian refugees with national numbers, thus determining their national identity, 
while protecting their legal identity as refugees with the right of return.
Understanding and addressing the Western mind is a structural option to overthrow 
all deals and restore the Cause!

* Expert in Public Policies and Refugees

Photo by Jamal AL Shamaa
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Many assume as true Trump’s vision presents for the 
first time in the history of the Arab-Israeli conflict as an 
initiative for a solution that is worse than what actually 
exists in reality. This statement is completely accurate, 
because initiatives for solutions are usually balanced, 
or try being balanced, even if they are biased to a party, 
by submitting to each party a portion of its demands. 
As for this initiative, it transcends historical facts, 
international rules and references, and replaces them 
with the facts established by the Israeli occupation, its 
security and interest. It gave Israel everything, and it 
did not give the Palestinians anything.
Even when some reader may believe that this deal 
grants some points in favor of the Palestinians, such as 
the acknowledging the establishment of a Palestinian 
state (and for those who do not believe this, read 
Benjamin Netanyahu’s article on the deal), he will 
find that it retrieves it with the other hand, by setting 
more than 30 conditions that make the consent of 
the Palestinians to this state impossible. Moreover, 
if we concede that they agreed to it, it will only do 
with the consent of Israel, it is the one who laid down 
the questions, and that decides the success or failure 
of Palestinians to it. And if the “state” is established, 
it will have nothing but the name, since it will be 
without sovereignty, cut-off, penetrated by settlement 
colonies and security and military areas, and making it 
like Swiss cheese. Even internal security will be under 
Israeli guardianship, and the occupying forces have the 
right to enter it whenever and wherever they want, and 
there will be at least one early warning station inside 
the territory of the forthcoming so-called “state”.
Regardless of this, there is opposition from some 
Israeli circles from inside and outside the government 
about the state in the vision, which led Netanyahu to 
postpone submitting it to acknowledgement by the 
government and there is a tendency not to endorse 
the Palestinian state clause. Experience has taught us 
that even if approved, the provisions regarding the 
state will not be applied, especially since Arab-Israeli 
agreements, no matter how bad or good, are applied 
by Israeli governments in a way that is a lot worse than 
what is stated in the text, whoever has power on the 
ground, interprets the agreement as convenient to him.
If we turn to how to approach the vision of the 
refugee issue, which is the basis and essence of the 
Palestinian Cause, we will be more than astonished. 
It bypasses international law and international 
legitimacy resolutions that are re-approved every year 
by the United Nations, especially Resolution 194 that 
provides for compensation and return of refugees to 
the homeland from which they were displaced.
The “Trump- Netanyahu deal” includes six parts on 
refugees that contains 18 violations of refugee rights 
in accordance with international law. It stipulates 
“a just, fair and realistic solution is required for 
Palestinian refugees, and an urgent solution (note 
the word urgent) for Jewish refugees, through an 

Trump’s Vision and the Palestinian Refugee Issue:

Abolition of the Right to Return and UNRWA
Hani Al-Masry *

appropriate international mechanism separately 
from the Palestinian-Israeli agreement, which 
includes compensation to Israel for absorbing Jewish 
“refugees” from Arab countries, and compensation for 
lost property” ignoring that they are not refugees, but 
the Zionist movement incited and pressured them, to 
the point of carrying out terrorist operations against 
them, in order to return to the “promised land.” 
This is a new point, worse than what was presented 
in previous offers, which wanted to combine 
compensation for Palestinian refugees with Jewish 
“refugees”, compensation for the countries in which 
Palestinian refugees resided, and compensation for 
Israel, while this plan is committed to compensating 
Israel and Jewish “refugees” only.
The deal emphasizes that the agreement must provide 
a complete end to all claims, including those relating 
to refugees or refugee status, that is, an end to the 
conflict, even though individual rights, such as the 
individual refugee’s right to return, do not vanish by 
any agreement, nor over time, and there will be no right 
of return or assimilation of any Palestinian refugee 
in the State of Israel, contrary to various previous 
initiatives that included return, albeit symbolic, even 
within the framework of family unification.
The vision considers that the approach of the United 
Nations Relief and Works Agency (UNRWA) and its 
multi-generational definition, perpetuate the refugee 
problem. This is a prelude to demanding its suspension, 
and changing the definition of refugee to include only 
refugees who were born in Palestine before the Nakba, 
and this number does not reach tens of thousands and 
is constantly decreasing, besides, people who stayed in 
permanent places will not be eligible to settle in a new 
place, and they can obtain compensation as mentioned 
below. As for the compensation, it is said that “it will 
seek to compensate the refugees (i.e., seek and not a 
commitment); also, talking about 50 billion dollars 
according to the economic plan is not for refugees, 
but for different projects and for multiple countries, 
which is not binding and suspended in the air, and 
includes a few grants, most of which are interest-
bearing loans (more than half of which will be sought) 
and these amounts will be placed in a fund, which will 
be managed by two trusts designated by the State of 
Palestine and the United States, and the trustees will 
manage the fund in line with the principles laid down 
by the trustees and ratified by the State of Palestine 
and the United States.”
The vision adds: “the rate of movement of refugees 
from outside Gaza and the West Bank to the State 
of Palestine will be agreed upon by the two parties, 
and regulated by various factors, including economic 
strength, incentive structures and absorption capacity, 
provided that the rate of entry does not reduce spaces, 
and sweeps the development of infrastructure in the 
State of Palestine, or increases the security risks to the 
State of Israel.”

The vision outlines three options for refugees who 
want a permanent place to reside: assimilation in 
the state of Palestine according to the parameters set 
forth, which are determinants that place the decision 
in the hands of Israel; local assimilation in the host 
country (i.e. resettlement); accepting 5000 refugees 
every year for ten years in Islamic countries (this is a 
new point raised for the first time, as they were being 
talked about deporting them to new countries without 
specifying them).

The vision includes reference to the formation of 

a committee to look into the entry of refugees from 
countries that have suffered wars like Syria, in addition 
to that when signing the agreement, “the legal center 
of Palestinian refugees will end, UNRWA will be 
terminated, the camps will be removed and permanent 
housing will be established.”
It is, as you see, not a plan for a solution, but rather 
designed for the Palestinians to refuse, so that the United 
States and Israel continue to implement the Trump 
plan initiated by moving the American embassy from 
Tel Aviv to Jerusalem, and to recognize it as a unified 
capital for Israel. The vision is not aimed at reaching 
a solution, but rather to liquidate the Palestinian 
cause from all its aspects, and it is overwhelmed with 
extremism to help withhold it, if the requirements for 
this are provided through the development of a new 
comprehensive vision, national unity, and a joint work 
strategy capable of undermining it.
*Director of the Palestinian Center for Policy Research 
and Strategic Studies - Masarat

Source: TRT World
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Ghettostans and Apartheid Will Neither Pass Nor Last
By Dr. Mustafa Al-Barghouti *

No need to be an expert in history to realize 
that the roadmap presented by US President 
Donald Trump “as the deal of the century”, is 
very similar to that of the Bantustans during 
the apartheid regime in South Africa, with one 
difference, which is that the Palestinian ghettos 
are smaller and might be better known as 
“ghetto-stans”.

The publication of this map only contributes to 
increasing the provocation of the Palestinians, 
who simply perceive the “Deal of the Century” 

to consume 50 cubic meters annually, while 
the illegal settler is allowed to consume 2400 
Cubic meters annually. Considering Gaza water, 
95% of it have become salty or polluted and 
not suitable for human usage due to the Israeli 
blockade and exploitation.
Palestinians are obliged to pay the price of their 
goods according to the Israeli market prices 
because of the customs and taxation imposed on 
them by Israel, knowing that the Israeli national 
income is twenty times more than its Palestinian 
counterpart.
On Trump’s map, racist segregation methods 
are established in the West Bank, which is 
monopolized by the Israelis, and prohibited to 
the Palestinians, and thus becomes part of the 
Israeli apartheid system.
The Palestinians only perceive in Trump’s 
project a destruction of the two-state solution, 
which the international community pressed 
the Palestinians to accept, in favor of creating 
an apartheid regime and a hateful racial 
discrimination.
Ghettostans - or Bantustans - and apartheid are 
not a solution, and if the possibility of a free, 
sovereign and independent Palestinian state is 
eradicated, the Palestinians will have no choice 
but to struggle for a single, democratic State in 
which all have equal rights and duties over all of 
historic Palestine from the river to the sea.
Trump and Netanyahu have done great harm 
through the “deal” project not only to the 
Palestinians, but also to the Israelis, who can 
only be proud of creating the ugliest apartheid 
regime in the 21st century, and they will 
not be able to prevent the Palestinians from 
overthrowing it in all of historic Palestine.
*General Secretary of the Palestinian National 
Initiative Movement

I will quickly review here the main topics presented by the studies in recent years about youth, and the main features put forward 
by them of each of the three poverty groups: Palestinian, Lebanese and Syrian. I apologize for not naming these studies due to their 
large number and the limited space available.  

as an Israeli project, predominantly written by 
Netanyahu and wrapped in an American cover.
The published details clearly confirms the 
concerns of the Palestinian people, that the 
Trump administration is not only aligned with 
Israel, but also allied with the most racist right-
wing and extremist trends in the Israeli political 
structure.
The Palestinians only see in the Trump 
administration actions and in the provisions 
of the Deal of the Century, a crude attempt 
to liquidate their national rights, including 
support for annexing East Jerusalem to Israel 
and its recognition as the unified capital of the 
occupying state; an attempt to liquidate the 
rights of Palestinian refugees, along with the 
phasing UNRWA, and seek to replace the idea 
an independent, sovereign state, with ghettos 
and dismantled ghettos, in no fewer than 224 

islands divided into settlements, the wall, with 
hundreds of military checkpoints, and only 
connected by tunnels and bridges that the Israeli 
army can control as it pleases.
Palestinians conceive the Trump deal as 
an attempt to revoke international law and 
legitimacy, international resolutions, including 
dozens of resolutions issued by the United 
Nations Security Council, hundreds of 
decisions issued by the United Nations General 
Assembly, in addition to the decisions of the 
International Court of Justice, which stipulates 
the illegality of settlements and unlawfulness of 
annexing occupied lands, and the illegitimacy 
of the ongoing occupation of their land.
Thus, the Trump deal is nothing but an 
American attempt to legalize unlawful Israeli 

“The Trump deal is nothing 
but an American attempt 

to legalize unlawful Israeli 
acts aimed at destroying 

the possibility of a free and 
independent Palestinian 

state, and to replace it with 
unsovereign ghettos, with 
no control over its borders, 

security, water, roads, natural 
resources, nor airspace.”

“No need to be an expert in 
history to realize that the 
roadmap presented by US 
President Donald Trump 

“as the deal of the century”, 
is very similar to that of 

the Bantustans during the 
apartheid regime in South 

Africa.”

acts aimed at destroying the possibility of a 
free and independent Palestinian state, and to 
replace it with unsovereign ghettos, with no 
control over its borders, security, water, roads, 
natural resources, nor airspace.
In fact, the Palestinians do not see a difference 
between the proposed ghettos as a state, and the 
Israeli prisons where hundreds of thousands of 
their militants entered, as they are ultimately 
isolated, secured and controlled militarily, 
economically, and socially by the Israeli army.
Trump spoke about Israeli security, but he 
omitted to mention even once the security of 
the Palestinians; by that, I do not only refer to 
the political security affected by the longest 
occupation in modern history, but also to social, 
economic, and life security.
The Israelis are always irritated whenever 
we remind them that what they established in 
Palestine is an apartheid regime. Nevertheless, 
they are unable to provide a different description, 
to justify the reality that Israel seizes 85% of the 
West Bank water, and allows the Palestinians 

Source: TRT World
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Lebanon and Palestinian Refugees: Multiplied Crisis
* Adib Nehmé

Context: From crisis to popular protest
Since the outbreak of the popular protest on October 17, 2019, Lebanese 
protesters have focused on purely internal social and political reformist 
demands, and have avoided incorporating issues and positions related to Syrian 
or Palestinian refugees, as they have also avoided including Lebanese issues of 
regional dimension within their messages. However, some sporadic positions of 
a solidarity nature, or that characterize specific groups, persist; but the general 
trend of the October 17 “revolution” speech committed to focusing on the 
financial-economic-social crisis, and to political and institutional reform mainly 
centered on building constitutional institutions effectively committed to law.
The Palestinian refugee community in Lebanon responded, with its political 
(factions), civil, and popular representation, to the Lebanese movement path, 
avoiding active interaction with it. This came first from the position of neutrality 
and non-interference in the internal Lebanese affairs, which is the approach 
that the Palestinian political factions have adopted for years. Civil society, with 
its organized formations or direct popular manifestation, committed sympathy 
without a strong and visible participation in the movement in general, in order 
to respect the desire of the protesters and not submerging them in contradictions 
that do not help their cause. This happened without prior organized coordination, 
but rather, it is a common commitment based on common sense and out of 
concern for success in the first place, not for any other reasons.
We point out first that the crisis is complex and has three components: financial, 
economic, and social. Each of these components has its own characteristics, 
actors and those affected by it in a way that cannot be reduced to one or the 
other.
1. The financial crisis
One of its manifestations is the scarcity of the dollar, the depreciation of the 
Lebanese lira exchange rate, the emergence of the phenomenon of the “official” 
and “real” prices, restrictions on withdrawing from banks and transfers abroad, 
the debt crisis, the deficit in the balance of payments, the balance of trade, the 
budget, ... etc. The main actors here are the Lebanese authority, especially the 
Ministry of Finance, the Central Bank, the Association of Banks, stockholders, 
partners in banks and large depositors, with an overlap between financial and 
political. This affected both Palestinian refugees and the Lebanese, in terms of 
restrictions on the movement of funds and the possibility of withdrawals. At 
this point, it is worthy to note that the Palestinian refugees in Lebanon do not 
bear any responsibility for this crisis, whose elements have accumulated over 
decades, but rather that their contribution here is positive. In fact, the transfers 
of funds of the families of Palestinian refugees working abroad to their families 
residing in Lebanon, and the salaries and compensation granted by Palestinian 
organizations to its employees, families of martyrs, prisoners, and social grants, 
all constitute a hard and net currency that enters and is spent in Lebanon. These 
funds constitute a contribution to compensate some of the deficit in the balance 
of payments and the Lebanese trade balance; knowing that these funds also 
include the expenses of the UNRWA and international organizations, and what 
the PLO and other Palestinian factions send, and what civil society institutions 
receive, and what amounts the Palestinian families  are receiving from their 
children working abroad. Accordingly, one researcher estimated this amount to 
about one billion dollars annually.
2. The economic crisis
The most important manifestation of this aspect of the crisis is the general 
economic stagnation (growth rate between zero and one percent since 2013), 
the structural crisis affecting the productive sectors (especially industry and 
agriculture - the share of agriculture is less than 5% of GDP in the last decade), 
in addition to it a significant decline in tourism after the Syrian crisis in 2011, 
and the real estate sector crisis, etc. This has been exacerbated since 2015 with 
the aggravation of the financial crisis and the resort to financial engineering, 
high interests and attracting deposits and financial resources in the Bank of 
Lebanon and using them to stabilize the exchange rate of the Lebanese Lira, 
which deprived the economic sectors - especially the productive sector - of 
financing and growth opportunities. The current financial crisis has also 
disrupted trade, due to the difficulty of transfers, which leads to a generalized 
recession and deflation. In response to this crisis, attempts were made during 
2018-2019 to reach a “transition from the rentier economy to the productive 
economy.” This view is still on the table as one of the elements for solving the 
current crisis.

The Palestinian refugees, alike the Lebanese, were affected by the economic 
stagnation and the crisis, especially the increase in unemployment, and the 
retreat of businesses, including craftsmanship, shops, and medium and small 
businesses, and the larger ones owned by the Palestinian businessmen in 
Lebanon, who suffer the same problems as the Lebanese businessmen.
However, there are two distinct aspects of the crisis for refugees that are 
particularly relevant to their relationship to the labor market. The first relates 
to the right to work itself, and it was extensively discussed in the previous stage, 
especially in the framework of the LPDC. The conclusion of this aspect is that 
from an economic and realistic point of view, the Palestinian workforce is a 
vital component of the Lebanese labor market. The total size of the Palestinian 
workforce (according to the Population and Housing Census in Palestinian 
camps and gatherings in Lebanon, 2017 implemented by the Lebanese Central 
Bureau of Statistics and the Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, under the 
supervision of LPDC) is about 52 thousand people (including the unemployed) 
while the latest survey issued by the Central Statistics Department showed that 
the total number of the workforce in Lebanon (in 2018) is 1.8 million people. 
Hence, the total Palestinian workers in Lebanon represent less than 3% of the 
total workforce. The previous dialogues had reached recommendations that 
stipulated the necessity of facilitating Palestinian access to the labor market in 
an organized and public manner, and the consistent abolition of the principle of 
reciprocity, and their inclusion in social security. All of this can be achievable 
if compliance to laws 128 and 129 are respected, without the need to issue any 
new law.

The second aspect relates to the promised reforms and policies to move from 
the rentier economy to the productive economy and stimulate economic growth. 
This means the necessity of expanding economic activity and increasing rates 
of growth, with the need to increase the number of the workforce in conjunction 
with the expansion of production and growth, as the rate of economic activity 
in Lebanon is low (38% of the total population, 49% of the total population 
of working age). In this sense, the required and expected economic reform 
in the coming years must generate many job opportunities in order to 
achieve its goals, especially in the productive fields. In this regard, there 
is a definite need for the smart integration of the Palestinian workforce 
into the Lebanese labor market, with legal and decent conditions, since 
it is one of the requirements for economic advancement, especially in the 
sectors of agriculture, industry, craft activities, construction, infrastructure, 
etc.; considering that it is a Lebanese benefit in terms of the seriousness of the 
promised economic reform.
3. The social crisis
Its manifestations are numerous in various areas of living, in terms of both low 
income, deteriorating purchasing value, poor living conditions, lack of services, 
and prospects of additional drawbacks in UNRWA services related to the Deal 
of the Century and its consequent deterioration of education, health and social 
protection services. This will render the current relationship between Lebanon 
and UNRWA, and the current distribution of responsibilities inappropriate and 
requiring a thorough study and adjustment to keep pace with the new challenges 
which requires a further treatment in the near future.
*Lebanese researcher and former regional adviser to ESCWA
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Palestinian Positive Neutrality in Respect to Lebanese Particularity
Marwan Abdelaal*

The Palestinians refrained from participating in the 
Lebanese popular protests that started on October 
17, in a political and popular position that was 
unanimous by all factions, forces and national 
actors, given that these movements are linked to 
the intern-Lebanese politics that is limited to the 
relationship of the Lebanese citizen with his state. 
Despite the Palestinian refugee’s suffering from 
the tyranny of the Lebanese laws, he was able to 
differentiate between political sense and political 
practice, and in this case between emotional 
solidarity and active participation.
Relative neutrality in popular support respecting 
Lebanese privacy and understanding the role of 
Palestinian privacy in promoting the positive 
environment and rooting the national spirit, made 
empathy towards the Lebanese citizens outcry a 
matter of logic, as they both suffer from the same 
injustice that doesn’t make a difference between 
nationalities nor confessions. Adopting a positive 
policy attitude in dealing with these protests, was 
not from a negative perspective, but rather as an 
aspiration for its success; because many are those 
lurking for its fail, Granting the ability of these 
protests, to manifest themselves and their identity 
without shame or suspicion and to express the 
people’s self-will without prior accusations, lies in 
the purpose of achieving the justified demands of 
the Lebanese people, because it has an interest for 
the Palestinian refugee population in Lebanon as 
well.
This comes in the context of the Palestinian policy 
adopted in Lebanon since the Taif Agreement, which 
considers the Palestinian presence in Lebanon 
to be coercive and temporary committed to the 
positive neutrality in which the Palestinians are not 
sidelining except for civil peace and stability; and 
when the danger lurks for everyone, they will not be 
bystanders on what threatens Lebanon, and will not 
stand with folded arms against any internal trouble 
that harms Lebanon, the identity and the Cause.
We have learned a lot from the joint Lebanese-
Palestinian historical experience, given the 
situation in which particularity overlaps in a country 
governed by sectarian balances and not powers. 
This complex structure, with its hypersensitive 
frames, has negatively affected the Palestinian 
presence in Lebanon, which received its double 
share of political, social and economic injustices. 
Therefore, the Lebanese-Palestinian relations went 
in two directions:
First: The Palestinian rise, with a heightened sense 
of injustice, marginalization, and oppression before 
1969, made the camps rise up against reality, not 
the other way around, even if there were internal 
and external interventions that had justified itself 
at the time and attributed it to the national duty, 
and to the joint endeavor to preserve dignity, 
identity and humanity. At that time, the Palestinian 
refugee symbolized the “fedayee”, who embodied 
the image of the dream of the homeland and the 
revolution in order to return to it. The transition 
through change from the “traditional and tribal 
political class” that prevailed in the camps at that 
time, to a new representative form that managed 

“Present! bear with us a little... We are nothing but insufferable passersby!” - Mahmoud Darwish

their daily affairs from the PLO and its popular and 
factional structures.
Second: The Lebanese national and patriotic forces 
of change, aspiring to make change, was reinforced 
by the presence of the Palestinians after 1969. Some 
Lebanese opposed this fact and did not forgive the 
Palestinians support towards the project of political 
reform of the Lebanese regime, which was led by 
the Lebanese National Movement at that time. The 
war is over and yet not really. The lesson remained 
the same in that every internal struggle for change 
and reform is to be led only by its local powers, 
otherwise it would result in disappointment for 
both parties.
Recalling the past here is a necessity for the sake of 
the present and drawing a policy for the future. In 
fact, there are those who have not yet moved away 
from the rhetoric of the past, in a country burdened 
by the consequences of wars and civil divisions, 
and where the rationale of accusing the “stranger” 
of being the origin and cause of the ruin is easier. 
As for the solution on grounds of “neither winner, 
nor loser”, it is but a model for the so-called logic 
of referral; and is in line with “the wars of others on 
our land” who are strangers or disrespectful guests! 
All of these are but a few examples recollecting the 
past, but whose shadows linger in our memories, 
adopting the form of psychological projection by 
running away from internal crises, or looking for a 
“scapegoat” in old notebooks.
We realize the magnitude of the pressures targeting 
the country in light of very clear divisions, which 
cannot be separated from current attempts to target 
the Palestinian Cause, as it is also a reflection 
of the Palestinian national crisis itself, which is 
also suffering from deepener-factional divisions. 
However, it rejected the temptation to indulge 
once again in Lebanese internal conflicts, or to be 
helpless pawns in sectarian conflicts. And this is 
something they did not do.
The Palestinian public outrage came upon the 
recent decision of the Lebanese Ministry of Labor 
in the resigned government, which is an example 

of a narrow-minded policy, because it affected 
the refugee’s safety, beside removing his refugee 
status.. For those who know or do not know, this 
was mentioned in the official text of the so-called 
“Deal of the Century” in a poisoned language about 
the situation of the Palestinian refugee in Lebanon 
and the procedures for closing the labor market in 
front of him! All of this raises the national need for a 
common denominator and a single strategy to drive 
back the dangers posed by permanent settlement 
and displacement, and to counter everything that 
weakens national immunity in facing challenges; 
and to emphasize the need to approve the “Unified  
Lebanese Vision for the Palestinian Refugees 
Affairs in Lebanon” document.
Such a positive policy stems from a wisdom based 
on a rich experience reconciled with itself before 
others, and seeks to treat Palestinian rights in a 
way that does not ignite new strife in Lebanon, and 
where everything is not mixed up, the Palestinian 
is not seen as a scapegoat bearing responsibility for 
chaos, and disorder, and as a cause of current crisis, 
to be used as an excuse to deprive the Palestinians of 
their humanity, in a way that affects their existence 
and their right to return.
The relativity of this neutrality in the indirect 
implications with the Lebanese popular movements 
should be pointed out, but this does not make us 
overlook the impossibility of “strategic neutrality”, 
which accompanies the aggravation of economic 
crises as an illusion that there is an antidote and 
a magic solution to the crisis! This intended and 
ambiguous neutrality is an opposite neutrality, i.e. 
a disguised partiality, because it aims in the first 
place to exit the conflict, knowing that its starting 
points and dimensions are governed by objective 
conditions and not by a voluntary tendency, amidst 
this negative concept of rejected neutrality, because 
it is a call for a gradual pullout from the Palestine 
Cause and from Arab solidarity and thus allowing 
its violation.
*Palestinian writer and leader

Photo by Adnan Ahmad
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The Impact of Economic Crisis is Worst in Camps
“My Mom Wants Two Loaves of Bread, When My Dad 
Works Again, We Will Repay You”
Ahmad el Hajj Ali *

With four cardiac stents and his face covered with wrinkles, Rashid Ayoub is waiting for his turn 
among hundreds of people lining up carrying empty food bowls, to get a hot meal from the charity 
kitchen of “Majd Al-Kourum” Association in Shatila camp.

After working 27 years in a company that sells electrical appliances, the sudden measures of the 
Ministry of Labor against Palestinian workers in July 2019 changed the life of this 70-year old 
man. The company decided to dismiss the Palestinian workers without any end-of-service com-
pensation. Rashid was among these workers. According to the 2017 general census, the daily paid 
workers account for 71.8 % of all Palestinian employees.

Jobless, Rachid is drowning in a sea of debts. His health worsened. His eldest son, the sole bread-
winner in the family, continued to support him. But, due to the harsh economic crisis, he  also was 

Labour Force Participation Rates (LFPR) and Unemployment Rates (UR) for Palestinian Refugees 
(aged 15 years and above) by refugee status and place of residence.

Region Camp/Gathering
PRL PRS Total
LFPR UR LFPR UR LFPR UR

North

Camps 44.4 22.3 37.5 39.5 43.6 24.0
Adjacent Gathering 43.8 23.9 33.3 39.0 43.1 24.6
Other Gathering 49.3 26.7 25.5 50.0 48.6 27.0
Total 44.4 23.4 35.7 39.5 43.6 24.5

Beirut
Camps 44.9 16.5 40.0 26.1 44.5 17.2
Adjacent Gathering 43.3 15.4 45.1 45.7 43.4 16.7
Other Gathering 49.4 20.2 32.6 15.6 48.9 20.1
Total 45.8 17.3 39.6 27.1 45.4 17.9

Mount 
Lebanon

Other Gathering 49.0 18.5 39.7 36.0 47.7 20.5
Total 49.0 18.5 39.7 36.0 47.7 20.5

Saida

Camps 40.5 16.4 32.3 29.1 39.8 17.2
Adjacent Gathering 44.7 18.2 36.9 38.8 43.6 20.7
Other Gathering 44.6 17.7 31.6 32.7 43.9 18.3
Total 43.2 17.4 33.5 33.7 42.5 18.4

Tyre

Camps 44.2 12.4 36.4 27.8 43.5 13.7
Adjacent Gathering 49.6 9.6 33.0 14.7 46.4 10.3
Other Gathering 46.8 12.2 30.6 30.8 46.1 12.7
Total 44.7 12.3 35.9 27.2 43.9 13.5

Beka’a

Camps 43.5 19.5 38.1 35.1 42.0 23.4
Adjacent Gathering 44.5 27.3 36.4 50.8 41.3 35.6
Other Gathering 46.1 15.1 46.1 38.7 46.1 18.5
Total 45.4 17.3 41.1 40.6 44.5 21.9

Total

Camps 43.3 16.7 36.5 31.7 42.7 18.0
Adjacent Gathering 44.1 21.2 35.7 39.9 43.3 22.7
Other Gathering 46.4 18.0 36.9 34.8 45.7 19.1
Total 44.6 18.1 36.4 34.5 43.8 19.4

The Population and Housing Census in the Palestinian Camps and Gatherings in Lebanon. 
(PHHCCG-2017)- CHAPTER 10: ECONOMIC ACTIVITY. Table 10.4.

dismissed from his job without compensation 
as well.  Cancer that is becoming prevalent in 
Shatila camp did not spare Rachid wife. Thus, 
new miseries emerged in addition to the search 
for medical treatment and medication for her. 
Rashid had to make a difficult decision by giv-
ing up some of his heart medications to pay for 
his wife’s treatment.

“I was ashamed of the pharmacy owner. My 
debt amounted to more than US$1,300. Even 
though he never asked me to reimburse,” says 
Rashid, “and after the second dose, my wife de-
veloped a heart condition, so we dropped this 
treatment and moved between the cardiologist 
and cancer specialist.”

His house, composed of two rooms, a kitchen 
and a bathroom, is worn out; the ceiling and 
walls are all cracked out. In addition, as is the 
case with most camp houses, high levels of hu-
midity are predominant leading to a persistent 
bad smell, harmful to the lungs. For years, Ra-
chid has been waiting for UNRWA to help re-
pair the house. 

Salih Ali al-Maamoul, age 40, is also waiting 
with his two sons; one of them suffers from a 
gland disorder condition that prevented him 
from growing normally. The high costs of treat-
ment led the father and mother to give up their 
rented house and go and live each in the house 
of his/her parents in order to provide the treat-
ment price for their child.

This situation lasted for three years, before the 
family could live together again under the same 
roof in a rented house, at a relatively cheap 
price. The father who works as a painter-crafts-
man is subject to seasonal unemployment, 
which leads to the accumulation of debts. The 
census supervised by the Lebanese Palestinian 
Dialogue Committee reveals that people with 
special needs among the Palestinian refugees in 
Lebanon reaches approximately 5.4 %.

If the unemployment rate was 19.4 % when 
conducting the census, this percentage has sure-
ly doubled during the past two years due to nu-
merous factors, especially among the most vul-
nerable groups who lack legal protection, like 
the Palestinian refugees.
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According to Yahya Sarris, responsible of the 
benevolent kitchen in Shatila camp, “Although 
we distribute about 2,000 hot meals twice a 
week, people need much more than that. Near-
ly 90% of the population today requires direct 
assistance to save them from this grave crisis,” 
that needs to be addressed by more than one 
party.”

The economic crisis is also beginning to cast a 
shadow on the educational and health realities, 
says Dr. Majdi Karim, director of the Shifa As-
sociation for Medical Services, who confirms 
“that a wide segment of Palestinian refugees 
are completely unable to secure the price of 
medicines, or bear the cost of hospitalization, 
or even consult doctors. Which drove the asso-
ciation to announce free health treatment days 
in the Palestinian camps.”

From the educational perspective, the last of-
ficial Brevet results have been largely disap-
pointing, which prompted the demand for a 
re-evaluation of the educational program atUN-
RWA agency. However, despite the criticism of 
the Palestinians towards UNRWA, some spe-
cialists did not rule out the direct impact of the 
economic crisis in the declining level of Pales-
tinian students academic performance, without 
discharging UNRWA of its responsibilities.

The Palestinians are trying to manage their af-
fairs in these circumstances through the help of 
the Palestinians diaspora, especially those liv-
ing in the Scandinavian countries. Most charita-
ble projects and community initiatives receive 
support from the Palestinians across the globe. 
However, these initiatives fall short of fulfilling 
the increasing needs for food, medicine and ed-
ucation services.

Wael Saad, researcher at the Zaytuna Center 
for Studies, believes that it is normal for the 
Palestinians living in Lebanon to be affected 
by the prevailing difficult economic crisis ex-
perienced. Yet, Palestinian’s suffering is multi-
plying and have greater impacts, including “the 
increased pressure on employers to limit work 
opportunities to Lebanese citizens, and thus dis-
miss Palestinian workers in an attempt by em-
ployers to reduce the number of their workers.”

According to him, “food insecurity is increas-
ing, namely with many Palestinian breadwin-
ners losing their jobs, and it is reflected in the 
living conditions of families thus leading to the 
increases of poverty and extreme poverty.”

Furthermore, he considers that the current crisis 

also threatens “social security. In light of the 
inability of the head of the family to provide for 
the basic needs of the family, it is understand-
able that family disputes will rise, resulting in 
more separations among couples and scattered 
families.”

He also warns that “the inability of young peo-
ple, especially university graduates, to find 
suitable job opportunities might lead them to 
despair, which increases the chances of get-
ting involved in countless problems, as well as 
threatening social stability within Palestinian 
communities in Lebanon.”

neighbors’ door saying, ‘My mother wants two 
loaves of bread, and when my dad works, we 
will return them.’ This clearly shows how the 
situation is affecting the refugees who are still 
chanting, “We do not want sardines nor flour, 
we want to return to Palestine.”

He adds, “Undoubtedly unemployment indica-
tors will rise in light of the prevailing situation, 
deprivation at the work level, preventing the 
practice of free professions, and implement-
ing measures set forth by the Ministry of La-
bor. In such circumstances, Palestinians must 
themselves strengthen social solidarity, and put 
pressure on UNRWA, the PLO and all factions, 
to carry out their duties in terms of providing 
the bare necessities of life on the nutritional and 
health levels.

Bishtawi believes that political and security 
tensions are currently low, but “should they 
occur in the future, the harshness of living in 
the camps, which does not provide a mini-
mum level of decent living should be consid-
ered. This requires the Lebanese authorities to 
take responsibility by building relations with 
the camps on sound, solid and legal grounds, 
taking into consideration the right, justice and 
common interests of both peoples. The Leba-
nese State must clearly explain what the rights 
and duties of the Palestinians are in a way that 
enhances their determination and willpower to 
their right of return to their homeland.”

It is evident that the economic and humanitarian 
conditions of Palestinian refugees in Lebanon 
are quickly deteriorating. Lebanese and Pales-
tinian relevant institutions must work through 
the formulation of a joint speech and action 
plan, including the establishment of dialogue, 
put pressure on the international community 
to assume its responsibilities, and on all con-
cerned parties to start undertaking fieldwork in 
Palestinian camps and communities, and save 
the population from a possible social outburst.
* Palestinian journalist

“A common speech and action 
plan must be formulated to save 
the population from a potential 

social explosion.”

 “The economic and 
humanitarian conditions 

of refugees are rapidly 
deteriorating.”

Saad calls for “putting pressure on the inter-
national community to launch an emergency 
campaign to collect funds to improve the social 
and health conditions of Palestinian refugees in 
Lebanon.” He does not exclude “the impacts 
of the economic conditions on the political and 
security reality if they are not quickly resolved, 
because the Palestinian refugees in Lebanon 
experienced a constant outflow through the mi-
gration of youth during the past decades, which 
according to the figures of the Lebanese Pales-
tinian Dialogue Committee exceeded 180,000 
Palestinians.; Targeting the refugees in the Pal-
estinian countries, surrounding Palestine bor-
ders aims at liquidating the Palestinian cause, 
and their right of return as a political issue par 
excellence.

Hamza Bishtawi, Palestinian writer, describes 
the reality of the Palestinian camps in Leba-
non as tragic due to the overpopulation, the 
deterioration in infrastructure, the decline in 
UNRWA services, and the economic crisis 
sweeping Lebanon. To stress on this issue, he 
recalls the example of this child knocking at her 
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Camp Social Solidarity: Attempts to Mitigate the Crisis

A daily meal reaches the one-room house of Umm 
Ahmad, in Burj Al-Barajneh camp, south of Beirut. 
The family is waiting for their hot meal, like dozens 
of other families whose basic meal has become de-
pendent on the benevolent cook “Tabkhet el Kheir” 
initiative, founded by Palestinian youth inside the 
camp to help the needy homes amid rising prices, 
unemployment and poverty rates. The volunteers 
go around collecting donations, each according to 
his energy and financial ability, in cooperation with 
the expatriate camp residents in Europe, to help the 
poor and needy families by providing hot meals.

 Umm Ahmed tells “Jousour” that her situation 
is more miserable now, after she lost the monthly 
family income composed of five members. She in-
dicates that the family took refuge in Lebanon af-
ter the intensification of the battles in the Yarmouk 
camp, and came to Burj al-Barajneh six years ago 
after losing the father killed during a bombing in 
Yarmouk. She worked for an institution as a clean-
ing helper, but lost her job two months ago be-
cause the company closed. As for her eldest son, he 
worked in a café, and the owner laid him off amid 
the economic crisis hitting Lebanon. Umm Ahmed 
is worried about the future of her family, especially 
since she cannot afford to pay the house rent. She 
asserts, “Last month, the owner of the house waived 
the month’s rent, but this month, I don’t know what 
to do?”

On the other hand, Fathi and his wife left their 
home in Beddawi camp in northern Lebanon and 
lived with his family after he was unable to pay 
the rent. He has been married for less than a year 
and confirms, “if I had known that I would leave 
my daily job as an accountant in the paint facto-
ry, I would not have married and rented a house, 
and had it not been for my family, I would now be 
homeless.” Fathi’s brother, an immigrant in Cana-
da, helps his family financially, but expenses have 

increased with a decrease in income. Holder of a 
university degree (business administration) he 
searches for a new or any other profession, and he 
says that he applies online to companies inside and 
outside Lebanon, in addition to requesting work in 
restaurants and cafes or any job.

“Benevolent”

“Good people donate to good people”, says Susan 
Habbous, “The Good People””Tayboun” initia-
tive in Burj Al-Shamali camp in southern Lebanon 
is composed of 40 members. The initiative was 
launched at the end of 2019 to alleviate societal 
disaster, she says. Activists got to know each oth-
er last summer during demonstrations against the 
measures imposed by former Lebanese Labor Min-
ister Camille Abu Suleiman, on Palestinian work-
ers. This acquaintance has resulted in an exchange 
of views between the camp’s residents. When the 
economic crisis intensified and its social repercus-
sions deepened, some activists called to reconnect 
and establish the initiative in order to help the poor-
est families. Indeed, they gathered in more than one 
hall inside the camp, distributed themselves accord-
ing to the neighborhoods, and put more than one 
idea to implement. 

One of the initiative’s activists, Fatima Khudair, 
notes that “the initiative is composed of the youth, 
it is fully independent, although some of its activ-
ists belong to multiple factions or civil societies. It 
was launched in light of the rising prices of basic 
commodities resulting from the changes in the ex-
change rate of the dollar, and the incomes of the 
majority of families in the camp are not commensu-
rate with prices, especially since a large part of the 
workers lost their jobs due to the crisis.”

Khudair assures to “Jousour” that “the initiative 
has turned into an organized campaign within the 
camp’s neighborhoods, and volunteers collect 

through a charitable fund donations from rich or 
businessmen and owners of workshops and shops.” 
She describes the interaction with the volunteers 
as unexpected, especially as “people known for 
their difficult financial situation donated what they 
could, even if it was small, but it reflects the spirit 
of solidarity between the camp’s residents.” In the 
first month, the campaign managed to raise nearly 
five million Lebanese pounds, according to Hab-
bous, in addition to in-kind donations from some 
grocery stores, all of which was transformed into 
food baskets that benefited 250 families. She notes 
that the majority of the camp’s expatriates were 
unable to send donations due to the suspension of 
financial transfers to Lebanon, yet some expatriates 
sent their donations through intermediaries.

Refugee dignity

What distinguishes the “Tayboun” initiative is that 
it does not affect the privacy of the needy family, 
because the volunteers do not distribute food bas-
kets directly to the houses, but each family is given 
a special coupon (voucher) that enables them to go 
to more than one grocery shop or supermarket and 
take their ration. Habbous says, “the campaign has 
a secret bulletin listing the most needy families and 
has set standards for this, including the number of 
family members and the presence of a family-pro-
vider or breadwinner, or sick family members, in 
addition to other conditions such as whether the 
house is rented or not. Thus we try to ensure equal-
ity and fairness in the distribution process while 
preserving the dignity and pride of those in need; 
therefore, we do not mention family names, nor take 
pictures of them or make them feel that we are help-
ing them.” Habbous pointed out that “Tayboun” co-
ordinates with NGOs in the camp, especially since 
the initiative expanded and for the third time in a 
row the volunteers collect donations and distribute 
rations. Furthermore, they are working on the basis 
of transparency and honesty with the donors and 
beneficiaries, consequently everything they collect 
is listed on their Facebook campaign page.”

Volunteers were able to persuade some owner shops 
inside the camp to reduce the prices of goods, and 
to provide food offers and attempts to support some 
basic commodities such as infant milk, as well as 
some medicines in pharmacies, especially since 
the Burj Al-Shamali camp is known to have more 
than 200 cases of “Thalassemia” in need of periodic 
medication.

According to Habbous, the “Good people” initia-
tive is evaluating the experience through periodic 
meetings in order to study the potentials of failure 
or success, and find new ways to enhance and sus-
tain them. Volunteers aim at transferring this expe-
rience to other Palestinian camps, especially since 
the reality of the living conditions in the camps is 
similar.
*“Tafa’ol (interaction) :Palestinian media gathering in 
Lebanon
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The Palestinian Eats His Bread by the Sweat of His Brow
Nasri Sayegh *

Migrations are a tragedy, an “ultimate uprooting” is a catastrophe, a sense of 
abandonment, tampering and despair. Whoever experienced displacement and 
deportation knows that humanity suffers from incapacity, as a refugee often 
becomes a curse, and everything surrounding him becomes hostility and hatred. A 
refugee is no longer a temporary guest; he becomes a burden on the hosting country 
that is not his homeland. Then, feelings of mutual bitterness and animosity emerge.
Palestinian asylum was a test in which many failed. Asylum often begins with a 
cautious welcome, which is sometimes dictated by national and human feelings. 
Then, if the asylum is extended, the refugee becomes a burden and unwanted guest, 
and is rarely excused from accusations to be responsible for all political, security 
and economic problems. Hence the refugee becomes an accused, even if innocent. 
Here the sense of solidarity regresses into the denial of the right to asylum.
The Palestinian in Lebanon is a chronic problem. The country has long been divided 
on. There are those who support the issue by solidarity, and others who oppose it 
by denial. There are those who are waiting and there are those who are rushing, 
and in all cases, there is no satisfactory solution, and there is no possible road 
map. Therefore, the Lebanese who refuses can but lie in wait, while the Palestinian 
has no choice but to wait and fear. Waiting for a return to the homeland, an 
impossible return because of the occupation, and because the international powers 
have abandoned the principle of justice and international legitimacy, favored the 
occupation, and replaced the right of return with the “Deal of the Century” as a 
model for perpetuating the catastrophe.
The chronic perplexity of a refugee cannot be measured, and no one knows the 
degree of his misery. He is expelled from his home and is forbidden to be considered 
as a semi-citizen, with rights that guarantee a relatively decent life, compensate for 
his misery and despair, and allow him to be a full and equal human being. His 
despair always following him everywhere. A vicious circle. It ends where it begins. 
Every attempt has failed and the nightmare of the deprivation of return pushes him 
once again to try to improve his living, a rightful demand. But the conditions of 
improving his life are difficult or lacking, and Lebanon has its own specificity in its 
demographic composition, and the feeling of a minority that was once strong, that 
its numerical battle overtly requires the refusal of settlement. Even the Lebanese 
Constitution provided for this. However, signs of refusal of resettlement remains 
high in tone.
The Palestinian, as well as many other Lebanese, have the right to ask: Is there no 
other possibility of a less miserable place of residence? Why does the Palestinian 
have to always feel rejected and accused to be the origin of many crisis: when will 
all these accusations stop? When will we witness a limit between the perpetrator and 
the majority abiding by the respect for hospitality? They also ask themselves: Do you 
experience the feeling of staying in isolated, besieged, miserable camps prohibited 
from transforming into comfortable, healthy, and humane accommodations, as is 
the case anywhere else in the world; where migrants are reluctantly welcomed in 
spite of anti-stranger fanaticism, and compensate by a stay that respects the rules 
of human rights.
This feeling of persecution is chronic. Chronic is desperation to improve living 
conditions. Chronic also is the accusation that the Palestinian is a danger to the 
Lebanese or to a group of them. Lebanese do not forget that the Palestinian took up 
arms in order to return and that ended up into a deadly internal war, into sectarian 
alignment, a national disaster and massacres from one place to another.
This time is long past, or supposed to be. A dialogue table was set up, the fighters 
concluded an agreement, and the war ended. Nevertheless, the image of the 
Palestinian and his gun remained inseparable. The Palestinian is only seen with 
the eyes of the past, and not as a refugee, with political and international rights and 
assistance so that his right of return to his homeland persists, as a prelude to a path 
for this return... no matter the long yearning.

The economic and financial crisis in Lebanon was reflected in the behavior of some 
of the authority in power. Tight enforcement of “laws” has persevered and was 
added to the refugee’s existential suffering, living suffering, and the suffering from 
UNRWA’s scarce resources; all of which cast a pall over suffering of the Palestinian.
A chronic struggle between a cheap labor force and a national labor force to which 
Lebanese labor laws apply. This “rectification” coincides with a hostile wave 
towards every extremely poor stranger. The labor law does not cover the rich and 
the wealthy. They are welcomed, and granted full citizenship, through special 
decrees. Misery is the misfortune of miserable people. Misery accumulates until 
life becomes a permanent transition from one hell to another.
Tightfistedness hit the Lebanese finances… the Lebanese classes were living on 
the influx of expatriates coming from exile. However, the principle of borrowing 
and lack of transparency swamped Lebanon with debts that exceeded incomes. 
The Lebanese were spending like the rich, while their finances were depleted. A 
huge crisis, a difficult test, severe risks and a looming disaster. In such cases, all 
eyes are turning to incomes. Taxes are imposed on citizens in light of the massive 
unemployment crisis, factories closing and ruined trade… However, this downhill 
is not caused by the Palestinian, nor even the Syrian in Lebanon; Lebanon’s 
dilemma occurred well before that, but putting the blame on “strangers” alone is 
already a great injustice. This is usually the habit of right-wing parties in Europe. 
And this is injustice…
What can we do?
Intermediate solutions are the best solutions. The tension is bad for the Lebanese-
Palestinian relations, and considering that the Palestinians are the cause of poor 
economic situation is merely defamation. Failure to acknowledge the depth of the 
economic and financial crisis is an escape from overwhelming facts. Lebanon is in 
a crisis that cannot be solved by emotional and accusatory measures. Blaming the 
weak people is never tolerable… the crisis has hit many facilities. The weak people 
are never the root of the problem. The problem is in the adopted policies and the 
lack of serious accountability for government spending.
So what?
There is no solution on the horizon, and the solution must be awaited through 
sustainable growth and a healthy economy, a balance between spending, tax 
collection, and restoring economic recovery.
“Deprivation loads to disputes”, is a true popular saying. The shortage hit the 
Lebanese before the Palestinians. Let the wave of hostile extremism against 
strangers stop pending distant solutions, or waiting for the Lebanese recovery, 
which requires a revolution in thinking, behavior and politics. Refugees are the 
responsibility of every one of us. The Palestinian should not be blamed for all the 
consequences of the current Lebanese crisis.
Who will be wise enough?
The solutions are difficult but can facilitated by honest dialogue and humanitarian 
solutions, nothing more and nothing less.
* Lebanese writer

Has the battle to eliminate “strangers” started? Answering this question is not easy.

It is an obvious issue soliciting harsh reactions. Lebanon will only recover through finding just solutions, if possible. The most 
difficult thing for a stranger is the feeling of rejection and that his return to his own forbidden homeland is rejected as well. The 
refugee’s tragedy is to feel that he is unwelcomed and that he is a stranger in his forced residence. Migration and displacement were 
not an option. It was the result of wars, displacing and uprooting.

Photo by Bassam Jamil
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Lebanese-Palestinian Road Map For a Comprehensive 
Confrontation of the Deal of the Century

1- Firmly reject “the Deal of the Century”, being 
considered by both Lebanese and Palestinian 
Working Groups merely an extension of Balfour 
Declaration, which means striving to abolish the 
identity and existence of the Palestinian people 
and their national rights, especially their right to 
return and to establish their independent state, 
eliminating their legitimate rights and perpetuating 
the continuous extortion of Israel to international 
justice and the Arab struggle for more than 72 years.
2- The Palestinian Cause is a rightful cause that 
will triumph, and the justice path shall be achieved, 
no matter how much the aggressors obtrude upon 
trying to circumvent its rightfulness and legitimacy. 
The political, legal and moral character of the 
Palestinian Cause is stable and solid.
3- The ambiguities of unethical, contradictory and 
illegal approaches of what has been called the “Deal 
of the Century”, based on real estate exchanges, 
investment illusions and motivational temptations, 
are ignoring all relevant United Nations and Security 
Council resolutions, especially concerning the 
establishment of the independent State of Palestine 
on occupied Palestinian territories since 1976, and 
the inalienable right of Palestinian refugees to return 
to their homeland, with Jerusalem as its capital.
4- The United Nations Relief and Works Agency for 
Palestine Refugees (UNRWA) remains the living 
international witness to the suffering and tragedy 
of the Palestinian people since 1948. Therefore, it 
has been subjected for more than two decades to 
systematic attacks in order to abolish it. This will be 
firmly confronted at all levels, in order to secure the 
sustainability of its funding and improve its services 
in a manner that preserves the dignity of refugees.
Based on the above, participants call on the 
Lebanese and Palestinian to coordinate action on 
the international, Arab, Palestinian and Lebanese 
levels:
1- International level
a. Mobilize international community support 
through the United Nations ,the Security Council 
and other international organizations to endorse the 
right of the Palestinians to establish an independent 
Palestinian state with Jerusalem as its capital, and 
the right of return of refugees based on relevant 
international resolutions, especially Resolution 194 
and commitment to the Arab Peace Initiative (2002).
b. Work to upscale the membership of Palestine in 
the United Nations to a full membership, as well in 
representation in all its bodies and programs.
c. Maintain support to the United Nations Relief and 
Works Agency for Palestine Refugees (UNRWA), 

increased funding to better serve refugees in an 
integrate relief - humanitarian and empowerment - 
development perspectives.
d. Emphasizing the role of the United Nations in 
leading serious peace negotiations on the basis of 
the international legitimacy resolutions.
2- Arab level
a- launch engaging diplomacy in the decision-
making capitals of the world, in a way that 
emphasizes the adoption of the full and inalienable 
rights of the Palestinian people.
b- Confirm the commitment to the Arab peace 
initiative in confronting the continued Israeli 
aggression and its American ally against the 
Palestinian people and their rights and rejecting all 
forms of normalization (Tawteen).
c- Provide the constituents of resilience to the 
Palestinian people in Palestine and the refugees in 
the diaspora until their right to return is realized, 
as well as increase support for the United Nations 
Relief and Works Agency (UNRWA).
3- Palestinian level
a- Put an end the state of national division and 
unify the vision and path to protect the Palestinian 
national project and the advances of the Palestinian 
struggle since 1948; including the Palestinian 
people obtaining their right to self-determination 
by establishing a Palestinian state with Jerusalem 
as its capital, and unifying the Palestinian national 
position.
b- Expand the scope of resistance in all its forms in 
occupied Palestine.
c- Adopt a path of resistance diplomacy to the 
“Deal of the Century based on international law and 
relevant United Nations resolutions.
4- Lebanese level
a- Launch an active diplomatic campaign to support 
the rights of the Palestinian people in establishing a 

The Lebanese and Palestinian working groups on Palestinian refugees affairs in Lebanon held a joint meeting on February 19/2020, in 
the Grand Serail, at the invitation of the LPDC Chairman Dr. Hassan Mneymneh, with the aim of reach a unified position from the 
“Deal of the Century” with a policy roadmap to confront it in partnership with the Palestinian brothers. Following the meeting, the 
participants agreed on the following statement:

state with Jerusalem as its capital and the return of 
refugees.
b- Launch an international and regional mobilization 
in support of the United Nations Relief and Works 
Agency for Palestine Refugees (UNRWA), and to 
improve the conditions of the Palestinian refugees 
in Lebanon and their resilience until their return 
to their homeland, based on the “Lebanese unified 
vision on Palestinian refugees issues in Lebanon” 
document”
c- Coordinate steps to confront the “Deal of the 
Century” with Palestine, the Arab League, and the 
international community.

The Lebanese and Palestinian working groups during the meeting

The borders of states are maps drawn by 
peoples struggle and their inalienable rights.
• The Lebanese Working Group on Palestinian 
refugee affairs in Lebanon composed of the main 
Lebanese Parties includes: MP Ali Fayyad for 
Hezbollah, MP Simon Abi Ramia for the Free 
Patriotic Movement, Attorney Rafik Ghanem 
for the Lebanese Phalange Party, former MP 
Ammar Houry for the Future Movement, Dr. 
Bahaa Bou Krom for the Progressive Socialist 
Party, Hajj Mohamed Jebbawi for “Amal” 
movement, and Former Minister Tony Karam 
for the Lebanese Forces Party. 
• The Palestinian Working Group includes 
representatives of the PLO factions: PLO 
secretary in Lebanon Fathi Abu Al-Ardat, 
Marwan Abdel-Al for the Popular Front for 
the Liberation of Palestine, Ali Faisal from the 
Democratic Front for the Liberation of Palestine, 
Ghassan Ayoub for Palestinian People’s Party; 
and the representatives of the Palestinian 
National Forces: Dr. Ahmed Abdel Hadi, 
Hamas movement in Lebanon, Ghazi Dabour 
for Popular Front-General commandment, and 
Rafik Rmaid for Fatah-Intifada.
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Taking Refuge in the Camp
Iyad Sundeed*

Palestinian identity... Lebanese 
residence
Mira Kraiem*Umm Hussein walks up and down the streets and pathways of Rashidiyeh refugee 

camp calling 
She calls to sell on her old wooden cart, her stock of greens in a tone that differs 
slightly from the Palestinian accent spoken in the camp. She is not a refugee who 
came from Palestine and has Nakba memories.
“Umm Hussein” came to the camp twenty years ago with her two daughters and her 
infant child after her husband deserted her and left her alone to face the hardships of 
life, so she decided to resort to the camp because there she thought, “was the only 
place to adapt to poverty and oppression.-“The camp means to her more than any 
other region. “My will - she said - is that, when I die, I want to be buried here.
Winter night in Umm Hussein’s house reminds you of the Middle Ages. After 
unloading from her wooden cart some odds and ends that she collected while roaming 
about the camp, she heats a small bowl of tin as a means of heating, and candle flame 
because there is no subscription to electricity.
Umm Hussein is not yet 50 years old, but whoever sees her thinks she is 70. The 
wrinkles of this woman’s face witness various stories of asylum and fatigue, even 
though she was not born a refugee, the popular saying “birds of a feather flock 
together” clearly applies here!
I know that I belong here, since in the camp a lot of people share similar living 
conditions, and whatever happens to me, will happen to others.”,she said.
*******
Not far from the Rashidiyeh camp, rains invade Abu Bechara’s house in Burj 
Alchamali camp, and the roof of his house turns into a sieve with water penetrating 
from all directions, his only solution is to spread all over the house metal pots to 
collect rainwater, there are even containers on his bed!
Mtanious Haddad, better known by Abu Beshara, is a Lebanese Christian living in the 
Palestinian refugee’s camp, Burj Alchamali for more than fifty years.
Everybody knows him as a well-intentioned person, always aiming to solve problems 
and to ask for young women’s hand in marriage. He knows everybody, big or small, 
and all their relatives. He laughs whenever someone is surprised to know that a 
Lebanese Christian can live in the camp, and how he can cope with such a different 
lifestyle. Umm Beshara answers this question by saying, If I leave my neighborhood 
for two days, they all start contacting me and calling me to know how things are and 
how I am doing. The life I found in the camp; I didn’t find elsewhere.”
Despite the fact that Abu Beshara is Lebanese, he cannot repair his house 
because he needs a permit to bring into the camp construction 
materials, as is the case for all refugees in the camp.
When asked: “Do you love Palestine, uncle?”
 “Oh! I joined the Palestinian revolution even 
before the Palestinians.” He replies.”
Diseases take over Abu Beshara’s 
80-year old body. He is struggling 
to secure the necessary medication, 
since he does not benefit from 
UNRWA, as a non-Palestinian and 
does not receive any assistance 
from the Lebanese authorities. 
To make the matter even worse 
and considering the prevailing 
economic conditions in the 
country, the salary of his son who 
provides for him, has be reduced 
by half.
Abu Beshara’s original 
citizenship did not help him 
in guaranteeing his necessary 
medication, nor helped Umm 
Hussein to live decently, and 
consequently they live as 
refugees in their own country.
* Palestinian journalist

My family, and for personal reasons, lived over twenty-three years in three different 
homes, none of which was in one of the twelve camps in Lebanon. As a result, I 
can say that the prejudices that are drawn in the minds of those around me, whether 
Palestinians living in the camp, or Lebanese living on the same street or attend the 
same school, are often fair.
I began to realize how different I was from our neighbor’s daughter, whom I used 
to play with when her sarcastic comments increased towards my accent, although it 
was difficult for me to distinguish the differences. However, pronouncing the word 
‘tomato’ for instance did not go unnoticed and raised a lot of questions, such as: Where 
do you come from? Oh Palestine... so why are you here? Are you going to return there 
soon? At that time, I did not have answers, and would have gladly preferred to move 
on and continue to play and have fun.
The same thing is happening now, instead of the question concerning our return, I was 
asked if I’d be going on vacation to (Acre) Akka, and how the beaches are there. It 
seems hard to believe that my neighbor, whom I meet every day in the elevator of the 
building where we live in Beirut, knows that Acre is located on the coast but does not 
know that it has been occupied for more than 72 years.
My clashes with the Lebanese community around me did not depend on the many 
questions that might urge one to feel that he is an alien. Simply disagreeing with 
a resident about the parking lot may lead him to expel you from his country. Of 
course, the phrase “You Palestinians ruined the country” had to spring up in the 
middle of every conversation, even as a joke. Being in a society and try to develop 
myself is in itself a daily challenge. As if the feeling of non-affiliation and belonging 
that I experience is not enough. Words like “we and you are in our country, in your 
homeland…”, to deepen the gap and prove what Sykes-Picot once separated is not 
assembled by twelve years of vicinity.
As for the camp community. The same question emerged here, but with different 
purposes.
So the question “Where are you from?” in the camps, is often used to find a 
relationship or to classify you in a specific neighborhood. In Shatila, I say that we 
are registered in Majd al-Krum, although I recently discovered that we are originally 
from Acre. I am surprised to see that the family tree is already registered with the 
Family Association in the camp, but without two small details: my name and my 
brother’s name, since we were born and lived outside the camp and we have no right 

to benefit from the association’s services, which I doubt that it really exists in 
the first place. Here the story starts all over again: those who live outside 
believe that the camp is dark, while the people living in the camps believe 

that those who live outside live in the light. And if they do not address 
their financial conditions, they assume that they have nothing to do 

with the homeland and that they have become a long time ago 
Lebanese.
I am fully aware that I did not play in these narrow alleyways , and 

that my mother never had to worry about my death because of an 
electrical shock, but this does not make my grandfather noble, and 
does not earn me a smaller identity than my blue card.. Therefore, I 
have come to the conclusion that my accent is unacceptable to both 

parties, along with my constant admiration for details that they are 
accustomed to, such as the fact that all the original inhabitants 
of the one camp know each other. So,Umm Samer rejoices 
at the success of her descendants living in Rashidiyeh camp, 
while her husband tells us memories he shared with people 
who he no longer remembers their names, but can easily 
point out to their home in Nahr al-Bared camp despite the 

changes that occurred after the war.
Now that I have adapted to both worlds, I realized that 
choosing where I live never determined my being that it 
is natural for any refugee to experience the feeling of non-
affiliation and belonging, even if it was his home or camp. 
For a refugee has only one homeland he/she will return to, 

even after a long waiting.
* Palestinian journalist
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I read in a book entitled “Migration from Mount Lebanon (Mutasarrifiya)” by Dr. 
Abdullah Al-Mallah that according to an accurate census conducted by the Maronite 
Patriarchate in the towns and villages in 1906, the rate of this migration reached 
50.94 percent of the Mutasarrifiya districts.
At that time, the Lebanese had their recognized and secured political entity granted 
by the six great powers, and the Mutasarrifiya was living in a period of stability, 
reconstruction and prosperity. Yet, people rushed in massive waves to migrate to the 
ends of the earth: America, Mexico, Brazil, Cuba, Ecuador, Argentina (the Silver 
Land), Africa and Australia, in pursuit of wealth and better living conditions.
Why do Palestinians remain in camps in a country where it is impossible to secure 
for them the minimum required conditions to live a decent life - the right of every 
human being on earth?
Why don’t they follow the example of the Lebanese in the path of immigration, 
knowing that its dangers and difficulties were greater back then, compared to today?
From a purely humanitarian standpoint, I asked the question to a Palestinian friend, 
a researcher observing the daily struggles of living in the appalling misery of the 
camps. He replied “I wish…” and explained by uncovering the obstacles that even 
the countries closest to us impose to accept the Palestinian’s and the difficulties in 
processing such transfers, even if it is only for work, including obtaining a foreign 
passport of the category that allows him to visit Palestine, which requires the approval 
of the Israeli occupation authorities. Among these are also obstacles that fall under 
the Lebanese authorities’ responsibility towards issuing for the Palestinians travel 
documents that are accepted by immigration countries.
The fact is that there is an increasing conviction among the Palestinians that staying 
generation after generation in the camps of Lebanon, or any other neighboring 
country, no longer helps in restoring Palestine and establishing an independent 
state in it. If it were up to them, they would not hesitate in following the Lebanese 
example - pioneers of immigration and adventure. They would search for better 
living standards to them and their children, instead of settling themselves as 
refugees with the UNRWA and those backing it, and with the authorities in 
Lebanon or Syria, or any other countries whether near or far dealing with 
their own issues, and whose least concerns are in fact the Palestinian’s 
right to dignity and a decent life.
The voices of those gathered  in front of the Canadian embassy 
in Jal El Dib, on August 2019, were stronger because they 
stem from the suffering of individuals and their yearning 
for a better future that makes a huge difference in their 
lives. While taking his decisions, every Palestinian knows 
that this country, Lebanon, cannot bear much more, and 
therefore its citizens are migrating in mass, and that work 
is no longer available in it to its citizens, before others and 
that the situation is not only worsening, but also becoming 
impossible.
Of course, rationality in this situation requires that the 
Lebanese state be extremely cooperating with the 
Palestinians who wish to travel and should establish 
a ministry similar to the Egyptian Ministry of 
Labor, which deals in finding job opportunities 
to Egyptian workers abroad, and concluding 
agreements with countries for this purpose. The 
Arab states, Arab League and the Gulf Cooperation 
Council, must react at least in humanitarian terms, and 
cooperate to put an end to the tragedy of living in 
camps that are not suitable for human beings, 
and that cannot be resolved by denial and 
blindness, nor wait for final solutions that 
no one knows when it will come..

* Lebanese journalist

Some cats are born with a genetic disorder that results in a color mismatch of 
the eyes, but this disorder does not affect sight, but rather is a kind of beauty and 
distinction.
It seems that I was born with this disorder; I inherited it and will pass it to my heirs. I 
have two eyes: one Palestinian and the other Lebanese, and in spite of the difficulty 
to combine them in reality, nevertheless they are both precious and fundamental.
I was born a Palestinian refugee in Lebanon of the third generation, after the 
Nakba, but I might not be considered as a “pure” refugee. My Lebanese maternal 
grandmother intercepted the first generation; she was of south Lebanese origin.
The story starts here. I did not inherit the memories of the Civil War, but only saw 
the love, that powerful love and mismatched colorful eyes of my grandmother.
However, I was subject to Palestinian intrusion through my accent and the blue 
identity card, which were not a problem. The first is a proof of authenticity and 
distinction, and the second is an identity devoted to the right of return.
The situation remained as such until I entered the university where different 
worlds meet and horizontal and vertical sorting begins, sometimes out of identity, 
and sometimes for the sake of secterianism, and finally because of the economic 

situation. At that time, my eyes started to embrace the color of sadness by 
reason of bullying due to my accent, then my identity, which some saw 

as the cause of civil war that neither me, nor others witnessed.
University years have passed half-heartedly. Lebanese classmates 

would come closer whenever Israel attack Gaza with bombs, 
they would join forces, grieve, and participate in our marches. 
However, when we start talking about the humanitarian 
situation of Palestinians inside the camps, they invoke the 
civil war, and we become enemies, we are called terrorists, 
and the camps become so-called security islands.
It is a dichotomy that I do not understand, how a person 
can love a cause, and at the same time hates the persons 

concerned by this cause.
Unfortunately, Palestinian suffered a “silence” trauma, and 

locked himself inside the camps, and the other merely became 
a torturer, avoiding looking at his eyes and dealing with isolation 

and seclusion, fostering a legitimate environment open to all 
scenarios and possibilities.

Nevertheless, my two-tone eyes refused to surrender and be isolated. 
My Lebanese eye looks outside the camp and loves Beirut; this is why I 

started working. Also, my accent and identity were a reason that I work in 
forced labor, long working hours, with restricted and short vacation, a salary 
that is not sufficient for transportation, surreal work contracts, and on top 
of this all, you still hear people saying “it’s good you have a job and you 
are Palestinian.”
Finally, my Lebanese eye led me to love a ‘Beiruti’, and we got married. 
It was not an easy task and I went through investigation just because I 
wanted to marry a Lebanese; and then once again after I gave birth to 
two girls and I demanded citizenship, and it was not easy when I received 

the family status registration on which was now written “transferred from 
foreigners department”, but is not Lebanese.
My Lebanese eye aspires after Sila and Mila, my two girls. It is wonderful 

to be a Palestinian and carry in my womb two Lebanese.
Until now, I have not seen the colors of my daughter’s eyes, but I hope 

that they will be two-toned in order to see the most beautiful things 
in the Palestinian and the most beautiful things in the Lebanese.

* Palestinian Lebanese journalist

Let the Palestinians imitate 
the Lebanese
Elie El Hajj*

One of My Eyes is Palestinian 
and the Other Lebanese
Soumoud Ghazal*
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Displacement Between Two Logics
Wedad Taha*

I was holding a creative writing workshop for the benefit of one of the NGOs in 
Lebanon, and I was surprised by a beautiful idea prepared by the Swedish govern-
ment, as those in charge of cultural work there, assumed that the residence of Syrian 
immigrants is long, and since the law requires granting residency or citizenship 
after years of residency in the country, the Syrians will thus hold sooner or later 
the Swedish citizenship. Hence, they considered transferring the Syrian heritage 
to their language, so the government issued a book containing Syrian folk tales, 
whose characters will one day turn into 
a Swedish heritage. The Swedes have 
considered extending human bridges to-
wards the thought, culture and heritage of 
the other, thus ensuring their loyalty, love 
and belonging to the common history that 
they will make together.

With a simple comparison with the Pal-
estinian and Lebanese reality - the Leba-
nese is no exception to the Arab - we will 
learn about the losses incurred by the two 
parties. After more than seventy years 
since the Palestinian was expelled to Leb-
anon, he is still displaced, and associated 
to an image of marginalization, exclusion 
and strides to overcome all the wounds he 
suffered. What would have happened if 
the Lebanese state had embraced a cultur-
al, humanitarian and renaissance project 
that would be a relief to the Palestinian 
suppression and oppression, and a smart 
attempt to benefit from the displaced 
population continuously increasing on 
Lebanon’s lands and exceeding today 
seventy thousand among which artists, 
musicians, writers, scientists, engineers, 
doctors, grandmothers mothers who pre-
pare Eid cakes, and students who return 
home with a school bag and some joy... 
What would the relationship be like if it 
was based on respect, not exclusion and 
superiority? Would the Palestinian have 
carried a weapon if he had been treated 
as a human being? Would thousands of 
young Palestinian turn to drugs due to 
unemployment that crushes their dreams 
and their children?

I ask, because these tales of torment kept 
untold, separated me from many. My 
mother did not say anything, she was one of the many displaced to Tal el Zaatar 
camp, she only used to prevent me from many things “Don’t go to Beirut alone... 
Will you be late after sunset? Dekwéné is far, can’t you find a closer university, or 
work with non-Christians...”

Today, I am almost forty, I hardly understand what happened, and I barely under-
stand the Lebanese formula, raising questions on the meaning of the homeland, 
and about identity, my identity as a displaced Palestinian in a country divided for 
sectarian reasons, in a world that has crossed the threshold of the third millennium 
with all its development and renaissance. This incomplete awareness of the division 
of Lebanese society has mitigated much of it, because while you live events, their 
consequences may shape and make you without realizing the depth of their impact 
on yourself and your feelings. For example, when I was a student in Saida official 
high school for girls, I did not understand why I had to share with a Lebanese girl, a 

prize awarded to excellence, while I scored first. Afterwards, when I was in univer-
sity I did not understand why a scholarship was granted to someone else, although 
he did not have my grades; I did not understand after that why I couldn’t work in my 
field of specialty, but had to sell door-to-door fifteen kilograms water bag; or why 
this young man who liked me disappeared when he learned that I am a Palestinian.

Sometimes, I used to blame misfortune, without fully realizing, that there was no 
place for luck in a political game greater than me and thousands of others who 

ended up by fate in Lebanon. I rejected 
injustice without being completely aware 
of it. Lebanon is built on sectarianism and 
every sect has its share of inheritance and 
wars. Each sect has its own leaders whom 
have to preserve their political legacy, 
must create an enemy, an outsider that 
they are trying to protect the Lebanese 
from. History that brought the Palestinian 
together with the Lebanese was at a crit-
ical moment in the history of the Arabs, 
where it was no longer possible to hide 
the negligence and abandonment of the 
cause, so the Palestinian leadership was 
floundering in its attempts to monopolize 
the struggle of its people, after everyone 
forgot the daily suffering of this people 
and how he was thrown into camps where 
living became humiliating.

Yes, I fully remember my feeling of shame 
and humiliation when I saw the reality of 
camps, and fleeing them until today, from 
believing or accepting that thousands 
walk in the darkness of daylight, or that 
a girl dies with a bullet because gunmen 
from two rival factions disagreed over a 
football game, or because an outlaw pro-
tected by terrorist organizations entered 
the camp.

In our house, many stories were told on 
the Gold that was sold after the displace-
ment: my grandmother sold her jewelry 
so my grandfather could buy a house out-
side the camp, and save his children, who 
immigrated to Germany to escape the 
inevitable death here in Lebanon during 
the massacre, and then returned in tombs. 

Other stories were also heard on torture because of the identity, kidnapping and 
killing, yet nobody ever told me the truth they were afraid even to remember... Then 
I understood that they were expelling ghosts of humiliation because they are people 
of dignity, and I understood my mother’s silence and fear of the night, and I under-
stood why my uncles were all buried in one grave because the Mokhtar accepted 
only to sell them one grave.

I say this because I accept and understand that the Lebanese have the right to defend 
his homeland from strangers, but I do not understand how we can remain strangers 
and almost a hundred years have passed since our presence here, while those who 
are not Arabs nor our neighbors are thinking of benefiting humanly from our Syrian 
brothers living in their country... Will we have to wait for another century for hu-
manity to come our way?

* Palestinian novelist

What would have happened if the Lebanese 
state had embraced a cultural, humanitarian 

and renaissance project that would be a relief to 
the Palestinian suppression and oppression, and 

a smart attempt to benefit from the displaced 
people continuously increasing on Lebanon’s 
lands and exceeding today seventy thousand 

among which artists, musicians, writers, 
scientists, engineers, doctors, grandmothers 

mothers who prepare Eid cakes, and students 
who return home with a school bag and some 

joy...

Photo by Said Hussein Ahmad
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Bridges Newspaper Supplement
The Lebanese Palestinian Dialogue Committee (LPDC) is an inter-
governmental agency working since 2005 to address the  Palestinian 
refugees affairs in Lebanon. 
The Committee serves as a focal point between the refugees and the 
concerned public and international  stakeholders and provides policy 
recommendations to the Lebanese government based on the national 
interest of the Lebanese people, namely the rejection of permanent 
settlement and the rights of Palestinian refugees to live in dignity and 
respect until their right to return is realized. 

Dar El-Nimer: A token of Gratitude From the Palestinian 
People to Lebanon
For 40 years, Rami Rifaat El-Nimer collected the history of his country with pictures, manuscripts, paintings, icons, documents, 
ancient coins, and stamps. He archived it all in such a way that depicts the whole life of the Palestinian Arab, carrying the heritage 
of Islamic and Levantine culture with its various religions and beliefs and highlighting the development of the political history of 
the region, and more specifically the history of Palestine.

“The history of Palestine transcends all ages, and the 
Palestinian identity that Israel is trying to abolish, is 
engraved deep into these ages” as he explains.

Rami El-Nimer was born in Nablus, Palestine –“as his 
forced migrant father Rifaat Sidki El-Nimer insisted, 
so his son, his children and grandchildren, as well as 
every following generation will keep an identity to 
resist attempts to suppress the memory of Palestine by 
preserving its identity and heritage.” He did not keep 
his own collection for himself but was keen to share 
it with others. He founded Dar El-Nimer for Arts and 
Culture in 2016, to “rebuild a new narrative for the 
region that is more coherent and comprehensive.”

His passion for collecting artwork began at an early 
age: manuscripts, old coins, ceramic pieces, glass 
masterpieces, arms and armors, textiles, metal tools, 
wooden items inlaid with mother of pearl, crosses, and 
Armenian pottery from Jerusalem, as well as modern 
and contemporary Palestinian works with orientalist 
paintings and drawings.

He wanted to collect works “harking back to a time 
when borders were open, and the cultural exchange 
of art and ideas was unimpeded... and to become a 
commemoration of survival and resilience against any 
attempt to erase memory and distort identity.”

Rami El-Nimer chose to display his collection in 
Lebanon, “the main lighthouse of the East, which 
embraced intellectuals and artists, providing them 
with protection and gave them a platform to express 
themselves in every way...”

He also chose Lebanon “because Palestinians there are 
more persecuted than in any other host country.”

He wanted Beirut as a permanent place to exhibit his 
collection “a token of gratitude from the Palestinian 
people to the Lebanese”. Mainly because on one 
hand Beirut and more specifically the Ras Beirut 
region were throughout the fifties and afterwards a 
center of coexistence, representing the Arab world 
in its diversity and religious, cultural and political 
affiliations. On the other hand, because the American 
University of Beirut was a symbol of this coexistence 
and a forum for serious and profound cultural and 
intellectual exchange.

His passion for the Lebanese capital led him to 

establish a completely independent cultural center 
“not part of the Palestinian establishment, nor a 
prisoner of any thought related to any issue other than 
the international Lebanese Palestinian Arab human.”

In this center, Rami El-Nimer wanted to reveal the 
other aspect of the Palestinian people, its cultural, 
creative, intellectual, economic and entrepreneurial 
heritage, tracing the path of its pioneers who played 
a major role in Lebanon’s prosperity. “It is true that I 
am not a refugee, not affiliated to any party or cultural 
figure, but rather an economist and banker” says Rami 
El-Nimer to “Jousour”, “but I am first and foremost a 
Palestinian, and I am proud of my identity, my heritage 
and my culture”.

“It is an individual attempt to show a different image 
... and rebuild a culture for the marginalized generation 
who is unable to visit museums, cultural centers, 
and libraries, and steeped in the fast-moving rather 
inaccurate information technology.”

According to Rami, “Dar El-Nimer is an artistic and 
cultural platform that we decided to establish on 
behalf of the Palestinian people as a token of civilized 
appreciation to Lebanon. The Palestinian people, after 
three generations on the Nakba, lost their trust in 
their civilization and legacy since they were forced to 
flee their land, and became in the eyes of the hosting 
countries, refugees without history and culture, as 
the Zionists promoted. Therefore, this initiative is 
somehow also to restore the Palestinian honor and 
involving them in working towards a better future.

Dar El-Nimer is also one of the largest Palestinian 

institutions for educating Palestinians in Lebanon 
in the best universities and educational institutions 
and for providing job opportunities for outstanding 
students. The Dar is currently responsible for the 
expenses of educating 160 students at the American 
University and 120 students at the Lebanese American 
University, through an institution founded by Rami’s 
mother and run by his wife, Malak El-Nimer, in 
addition to managing centers for children and the 
elderly inside the Burj Al-Barajneh, Shatila and Nahr 
Al-Bared camps to reveal the skills and creativity of 
camp communities.

“Dar El-Nimer” is also an extension of the struggle 
of “Abu Rami”, the successful banker Rifaat Sidki 
El-Nimer, born in Nablus in 1918, who was terrified 
to witness Palestine fall into the hands of Zionism in 
1948, who transformed his forced emigration from 
Palestine into a way of life he pursued with dozens 
of development and educational projects that he 
sponsored, in addition to the cultural contributions he 
provided. He intended to break the barriers that restrict 
the lives of people living in camps, and refugees....

“Culture is as important as education in the composition 
of the Palestinian identity in exile. Our nation, Rami 
recalls his father’s words,  faces numerous concerns, 
difficult realities and great challenges, and it must rise 
and be able to confront it, provided it is first aware 
of its own capabilities... especially as it is fighting a 
conflict that can only be beneficial through the weapon 
of knowledge, consciousness and awareness.”

By Imane Chamas- Jousour

At the Seams
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